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A Statement of Policy: 


Between The Lines is not intend- 
ed to serve as a newspaper or 
magazine. It is a condensed, confi- 
dential report on significant trends 
of concern to the Christian mind. 
We seek to ke neither pro-labor 
nor pro-capital for we do not be- 
lieve unchristian socialization is 
the answer to unchristian capital- 
ism. Either form of society would 
work if it were Christian. While 
we whole-heartedly support Ameri- 
can arms in the struggle for vic- 
tory as the only way out of our 
present dilemma, we believe war is 
a preventable crime and that the 
economic or political imperialism 
which breeds war is incompatible 
with the Christian faith. We seek 
to build through the fellowship of 
these pages an_ ever-increasing 
body of alert, informed, Christian 
citizens whose influence can be of 
inestimable value in the building 
of a more Christian society. 











More About America’s 
Race Problem 


When we wrote up the story of the 
Detroit race riots in our last issue, it 
was because the news of these distur- 
bances was still being suppressed. But 
by the time you got our report the whole 
situation had been exploded in such a big 
way that most papers carried something 
on it. Yet few gave a very accurate pic- 
ture of the dangerous incident that is 
being watched keenly by 13 million 
American Negroes. The editor of Be- 
tween The Lines has been in Detroit re- 
cently where we learned that the real 
blundering was done by the housing 
planners in Washington. The Negroes 
themselves had suggested a building site 
within the Detroit Negro area for the 
new colored housing center, but the Fed- 
eral planners picked a site in a white 
area. Negro leaders were fearful and 
warned Washington of complications, 
but the project was completed, and the 
Negroes were told to move in. Since it 
was built for them and they were to pay 
for it, they started to move. The white 
home-owners in the adjacent area reg- 
istered increasing protests and the more 
rabid elements in Detroit (Ku Kluxers, 
etc.) made it their holiday and the worst 
happened, as you’ve heard. This was a 
magnificent lever for the communist agi- 
tators who are now working among 
Negroes with uninterrupted gusto since 
Russia wears the United Nations halo. 

If you talk to negro leaders and white 
home-owners in Detroit, you will find 
that there need be no race question in 
America if Christian tolerance and in- 


(Continued on last page) 


Watch the New Tax Laws 


The tax situation plus the labor political line-up today in America reveals an 
unusual compromise situation for the maintenance of centralized political lever- 
ages. This is not said in condemnation nor in partisanism-but because it is a 
significant development in democratic processes. First consider the tax situation: 
As we pointed out some weeks ago the financial and industrial interests of our 
country through their effective organization, the National Manufacturers Associa- 
tion, have been laying the ground work for a big drive toward a war-time sales 
tax that would prevent a deeper cut into corporation profits and the larger 
incomes. This was started as a back fire against an earlier Federal Treasury 
proposal of increased taxation on industry’s excess profits and deeper taxes on 
larger incomes. Most liberal leaders in Congress feel that the 1942 Federal tax 
plan, recently submitted to Congress, represents a considerable capitulation to 
the pressure of groups representing the larger profits and incomes. Remember 
that only about 80 corporations, out of the thousands of manufacturing concerns 
in America, are building the bulk of the war materials and are piling up the 
largest profits in war-time history, meanwhile many of the remaining smaller 
shops and factories scattered over the country have been barely able to keep 
their men working due to priority rulings that have shunted all the raw materials 
over to the big fellows. The liberal leaders in Congress have been piugging for 
a war tax system that would dig deepest where the profits were largest, since a 
40% profits tax on a corporation that has made 300 million dollars profit still 
leaves the big industrialists at the top in good shape, while a 40% tax on a 
company which could earn only $100,000 might be ruinous. The trends, however, 
are definitely toward taking the proposed 10 billions of new taxes out of the 
middle and lower incomes, and of course that will inevitably fall hardest on the 
millions of Americans who already live on a bare sustenance level—or below it. 
There are many convincing arguments submitted of course, such as “This is every 
American’s war and every American should pay for it”. Well, no doubt he will. 
But at this point, it can be clearly seen how the administration has struck its 
bargain. The big business interests have been pushing legislation to end the 
40 hour week, closed shop rulings and many other labor gains the new deal 
has favored. The liberal leaders in Congress who have been fighting for a more 
socialized tax law have been throwing all their weight to protect labor’s gains. 
The administration has come out flat-footed against labor’s making these conces- 
sions to the war program. Labor’s praise and new pledges of loyalty sound good 
to administration ears. The new tax developments sound good to big business 
ears. Big business keeps its profits, the new deal keeps the votes! With important 
elections all over the country only a few months away, there is more here than 
can be portrayed in ink and type. 


The Sea Otter 


One of the biggest scandals of the war is now brewing behind the scenes. Sv 
far it has been suppressed but by the time you read this it may or may not have 
been aired in the press. Our guess is that, as usual, a camouflaged version only 
will reach the general public. Some months ago a new type of cargo ship was 
invented which could be constructed quickly, cheaply and in vast quantities—a 
real answer to America’s drastic shipping needs. It was also designed so that it 
would be more invulnerable to submarine attack than anything now afloat. This 
brilliant invention was enthusiastically welcomed by the President who turned it 
over to Col. Knox, Secretary of the Navy, who in turn called in the usual ship- 
building concerns. These concerns have been waxing very rich from Navy con- 
tracts. It is now known that for undetermined reasons the office of the Secretary 
of the Navy allowed the shipping interests (who saw that the new invention would 
greatly diminish their prospects of continued fat, long-term building contracts) 
completely to sabotage this unorthodox vessel through a series of half-hearted 
trials and erroneous reports on the first test model. Certain faults apparent in 
the trial model, faults that could be corrected, were exaggerated in the reports 
of the shipbuilders to the Navy and the famous “sea otter” idea was allowed 
to be squashed and has so remained for months. However, inquiring Senators 
smelled a dead rat. Remember that shipbuilding concerns are part of the big 
steel interests who can bring great pressure on the news channels of America 
and so we do not know, as this is written, what the press will be allowed to tell 
you. We do know that this is a glaring example of the selfishness and greed in 
high places that is allowed to continue while the small citizen is being regimented 
and hounded into immeasurable sacrifices to win the war. 
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U-Boats 

The widespread spurt of Axis naval activity is being accepted 
by experts as evidence that the Axis has at last got its hands 
on much of the French fleet. The news has only been allowed 
to dribble out slowly to Americans for fear it would affect our 
morale. Here are the facts as discussed around Navy clubs in 
Washington: Germany has nearly 300 submarines, Italy about 
80. The French had about 90. The Nazis took over those 
French submarines a few weeks ago and are now believed to 
have a total of nearly 400 submarines working the Atlantic 
sea lanes! That leaves about 100 Axis submarines (exclusive 
of Japan’s) for duty elsewhere. We believe American morale 
has suffered because we’ve been fed too much in dribbles. 


News to Hearten You! 

The International Missionary Council has reported the 
astounding fact that since the beginning of the war no mission- 
aries have been withdrawn from any field in the world because 
of inadequate funds. This tremendous accomplishment is due 
to the success of the world missionary emergency fund that 
many of us have joyously had part in. The report states that 
a total of over one billion and a half dollars has been given 
for the purpose of supporting missionaries cut off from their 
home bases. War cannot destroy the progress of the Kingdom 
of God. Have you had the good sense to attach your life to the 
indestructible? 


Liquor Sales Resumed in Hawaii 

Did you notice that even the regular wire services carried the 
story on the reinstatement of liquor in Hawaii? The part liquor 
played in the debacle of December 7th was completely squashed, 
but the reinstatement of liquor after many weeks of strict pro- 
hibition broke through the news and sadly verifies what was 
said in Between The Lines on February 16, 1942. 


Out of the Night? 


“Our whole policy in India, our whole policy in Egypt stands 
condemned if we condemn Japan.”—Mr. Amery, (now Secretary 
of State for India) defending Japanese aggression in China, 
in the House of Commons, February 27, 1933. Reprinted in 
New Statesman and Nation, February 7, 1942.—Worldover 
Press. 


A Constructive War Bond 

People who have ineradicable scruples against using their 
means to finance warfare, yet who want otherwise to make sac- 
rifices for their country, will find in Canada a form of leader- 
ship that will afford them an example to urge more widely. 
Series B war bonds can be purchased, and the government will 
use the funds for relief only. No interest accrues to the pur- 
chaser, as in the case of ordinary bonds; hence those who want 
to be conscientious also forego all profit—Worldover Press. 
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Poll Tax Laws 

For generations the poll tax laws enforced in many southern 
states have been a barrier to democracy. Several movements 
are now getting under way to change these undemocratic con- 
ditions. In Washington, testimony is being taken on a bill pre- 
sented in the Senate by Claude Pepper of Florida to repeal the 
poll tax as a prerequisite to voting in federal elections. There 
is also a national anti-poll tax committee represented by Vir- 
ginia Durr, a native of Alabama, and a Southern Electoral Re- 
form League of which Dr. David Georgia, of Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, is the director. 


The Rt. Rev. William Temple 

In line with our previous reports of great submerged social 
trends in England, it is interesting to discover that the newly 
appointed Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of the Church 
of England, is a Laborite politically, and a bitter opponent of 
many of the old Tory policies which have prevented slum 
clearances, labor reforms and land tax reforms. As the Rev. 
William Temple, he has been active in the House of Lords, 
occupying the seat that went with his former post as Arch- 
bishop of York. 


Nazi “‘Jitters”’ 


A special Chicago daily news wire reports that German 
soldiers on leave from the Russian front are noticeably afflicted 
with the “jitters”. No conquering hero welcome awaits them nor 
are they accorded certain small privileges formerly the right of 
men in uniform. They appear deeply worried, both about war 
and the promise of the future. 


What About Synthetic Rubber? 


Keep your eye out for reports of the Truman Committee of 
Investigation now being prepared for the public. Important 
persons will be embarrassed by accounts of patent agreements 
between German and American big business which have tied up 
a more extensive production of synthetic rubber. Other charges 
due to be made public soon involve Naval contracts and the con- 
version of civilian industries to defense work. 


More About America’s Race Problem 

(Continued from first page) 
telligence can be dominant over prejudice and arrogant blunder- 
ing. 

What makes the above incident dangerous is that all over 
America the Negro, more aware of his rights as a citizen than 
ever before, is suffering acutely from racial discrimination. The 
country-wide prosperity of increased wages is not reaching him, 
for trained Negro mechanics, machinists and other skilled work- 
ers are still for the most part barred from employment in war 
factories. The continued discrimination in the army, navy and 
air corps is particularly resented. Between The Lines will en- 
deavor to keep you informed on this significant and threatening 
phase of American life which is usually soft-pedalled in familiar 
news channels. 





